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Inter-regional competition and labor market
of sake brewing industry in north Kanto region from
the late Taisho Period to the early Showa Period

Takahiro Aoki!

Abstract

In this paper, we discuss the influence of the intensification of quality competition on the recruitment of labor in the
sake brewing industry from the late Taisho period to the early Showa period. In the sake brewing industry, inter-regional
competition became intense in the late Taisho period, because the inter-regional differences in sake brewing techniques
were lessened and production areas were ranked according to the results of fairs. In this industry, the recruitment brokers
of migrant sake brewers had impeded the liberalization of the labor market since the Edo period. However, in the wake
of the intensification of quality competition, sake brewers employed skillful migrant brewers for high wages; migrant
brewers improved their techniques to gain higher wages, and they tried to get work without the help of recruitment
brokers. As a result, recruitment brokers were gradually excluded, and the liberalization of the labor market progressed.
This liberalization favorably influenced production areas where brewers strove to improve the quality of sake. In Saitama
Prefecture in particular, skillful migrant brewers were employed for high wages and their products were highly evaluated
at fairs. However, it does not mean that this was a decisive factor in producing high quality sake. In the places where high
quality sake was produced, sake brewers themselves were striving to improve brewing techniques. Although it is necessary
to employ skillful migrant brewers in order to improve the quality of the sake, the managerial efforts of each brewer are
more important.

Keywords: Echigo Toji (Migrant sake brewer from Echigo), quality competition, labor market, sake brewing workshops,
Kanto region
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